Fatal
Route 4
accident

Rescuers work to
remove the body
of Asim Khawaja
from his car
following an
accident on
Route 4 in River
Edge. The
21-year-old
Eimwood Park
man was kilied
when he
apparently lost
control of the
eastbound car,
which hit a curb
and slammed
Into a guard ralii,
police sald.

Photo by Richard
Raske .
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State offers counties a ‘sweetener’ on homeless

Centinyed frem Page One

children and get the parents stabilized
to see what caused the homelessness,
what kinds of services they need and
eventually get them into employment
or REACH (the state’s welfare reform
project),” McKenna said.

Bergen is looking for an architect
to covert the former county planning
board offices into temporary housing
McKenna ho[m" will “fit right into the

neigh .

With limited shelter space, Bergen
County uses motel rooms for 50 to 75
families a month, McKenna said.

Monmouth County also has a tem-
?orary shelter proiram almost ready

or 35 families who will occuﬁay 15
et s
on of ro State Psy-
chiatric Hospital.

The $240,000 tab, which Mon-
mouth will split with the state, includes
utility hookups for the trailers as well
as a contract with a nonprofit agency to
provide security and a van to transport
children to school and parents to stores.

“We're grateful for the assistance.
At this point, we are very concerned
about the i)light of these families and
we were pleased to be able to get this
kind of help from the state to be able to

t together this kind of program,” said
Elms‘ Paparozi, the county’s director
of human services.

According to the state, 54 Mon-
mouth families got mot2] eviction no-
tices last month after a State Supreme
Court decision upholding the state’s
five-month limit on emergency shelter
Bay 30 pescunt ofthie welfre coas
pay 30 percent of are ¢l
toward the bill,

Because the federal, state and
county government spent $36 million
on the emergency assistance program
in the past year, efforts are now fo-

cused on ending the state’s reliance on
motels.

In Essex, which has the most se-
vere problem with 600 families in
North Jersey motels, County Executive
Nicholas Amato called the state’s offer
“‘encouraging.

“I would accept any alternative to
a motel. I'm not saying it’s the answer,
but at least it's moving in the right di-
rection,” he added.

Essex County has been accused by
the state of not reducing its motel popu-
lation in proportion to other counties.
Amato counters that as more families
leave motels, new homeless families
request housing. From A[l)ril to July,
Amato said, 292 families found apart-
ments, but 352 more sought emergency
shelter assistance.

Essex County Freeholder Presi-
dent Thomas P. Giblin said, “The prob-
lem Is escalating and I think we just
have to explore all alternatives. Ware-
housing homeless people in second-
class and rundown hotels hasn’t
worked.”

Giblin cited a joint project in New-

ark by Hartz Mountain Industries Inc.
and a nonprofit agency called the New
Community Corp. as an example of
model alternatives.
. The project entails building hous-
ing for 102 Newark families, who will
stay for a year while receiving job
skills, counseling, day care, medical
checkups, nutrition and health services
tostart a new life.

Essex had 220 families facing
motel eviction last month and another
100 whose emergency housing benefits
expire this month.

According to figures supplied by
the state, 190 of the 220 families who
faced eviction last month are still in
motels at $70 a day per famil'z‘

The tab is being paid with $611,000

~ Strangulation cited
in ‘stepladder’ death

By JIM O'NEILL

A 62-year-old New Brunswick man
was strangled, and did not die of an
actidental fall from a ladder as origi-
nally believed, the Middlesex County
prosecutor said yesterday.

Police resumed investigating the
death of Francis Dowd as a homicide
yesterday after Dr. Marvin Shuster,
county medical examiner, determined
the man was strangled and died of as-
phyxiation, according to Prosecutor
Alan A. Rockoff.

Police have no suspects in the
murder, which occurred sometime be-
tween 1 and 9:13 a.m. Tuesday in
Dowd’s room at a boarding house on
I.'ivin%:ton Avenue, Rockoff said.

= The prosecutor initially reported
that police believed the man died in a
fall from a stepladder, which was
placed in the center of the room he
rented at the boarding house.

- Rockoff yesterday said New
Brunswick Detectives William Flynn
and, Joseph Cantonese were not con-
vinced the death was accidental, and on
Tuesday night, the detectives continued
to investigate the case as a homicide.

Rockoff said the officers’ decision
was helpful in the investigation, which
‘had lagged because the autopsy on
Dowd had been postponed until yester-
day. Shuster’s office was back oiged

with a number of autopsies, Rockoff
said.

Dowd was last seen alive about 1
or 2 a.m. Tuesday at the three-story
boarding house, where he worked for
several years as the building superin-
tendent, according to the presecutor.

Police have uncovered no motives
in the slaying, Rockoff said. He noted
that cash was found in the victim’s
room, indicating he had not been
robbed. Police said jewelry also was
lying “out in the open.”

At a news conference in New
Brunswick, the prosecutor showed re-
porters a photograph of the vietim’s

room to help explain why some authori- |,

ties believed Dowd had died as a result
of the fall.

The picture revealed the steplad-
der, placed in the center of the small
room. Rockoff said the body was dis-
covered near the ladder.

Police since learned that the step-
ladder had been placed in the center of
the room some weeks ago, for unknown
reasons, the prosecutor said.

The victim was discovered by an
unidentified woman and her son, Rock-
off said. Dowd knew the woman be-
cause he often baby-sat the young boy,
the prosecutor added. ,

Police continued to search yester-
day for the killer or killers by inter-
viewing neighbors and friends of the
victim, Rockoff said. He asked anyone
with information on the case to contact
either the New Brunswick police or the
prosecutor’s office.

2 seized in video burglary

ewitnesses to an Orange video
store%}l'lrgla yesterday were credited
with helping lead police toa manand a
woman charged with the crime,

Police %)lrector Charles Cobbertt
identified the suspects as Maurice
Schell, 26, of Nicholas Boulevard in
Plainfield, and Cynthia Davis, 22, of
Gray Street in Orange.

Schell and Davis were charged
with burglary and possession of stolen

roperty in connection with the break-
Pn and theft at Vista Rentals on Main
Street at 11:40 p.m. on Tuesday, Cob-
bertt sald.

City Police Lt. Anthony Setaro and
Officers Charles Folston and Kenneth
Gernert arrested the ﬁalr at a public
housing building on Wilson Place, he
added. .

The police said the pair apparent-
ly gained entrance to the store by pry-
ing open a rear steel gate and smashing
open a glass door.

. [

Shortly after the bu;(flary was re-
ported, Cobbertt continued, two eyewit-
nesses told police where to seek the

air.
p The police director said Davis
later was picked up—with one video
tape recorder in her possession—out-
side the apartment building.

According to Cobbertt, police
found Schell inside a third floor hall-
way of the bullding‘

Cobbertt said both suspects were
jailed and last evening were being held
in the municipal lockup without bail,
pending a court arraignment.

earmarked for rent subsidies. Close to
half was used for rent subsidies, but the
remainder will soon be absorbed by
hotel landlords.

“If we had available shelters, we
wouldn’t need to go looking to the state
for help,” Amato said.

Statewide, there are fewer than
1,500 shelter beds. Housing activist Tri-
cia Fagan called the scarcity of sPace a
“tremendous problem,” especially for
homeless individuals, whom she said re-

missioner in the state Department of
Human Services, said the state would
“like eventually to use family shelters

gsttl];e safety net rather than welfare
otels.”

Beatrice said all of the counties,
except Essex, have done a good job re-
ducing motel populations and some
counties may not need the offer of
matching funds.

Fagan, executive director of the
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Brazil city turns out the lights to help rescue girl

PORTO ALEGRE, Brazil (Reu-
ters)—One of Brazl's biggest cities,
Porto Alegre, turned out its lights for
more than an hour on Tuesday night to
rescue a 12-year-old girl stranded on a
high-tension pylon.

About two million people went
without electricity from 6:55 p.m. to

815 pm local time so that .. nen
could rescue Genicia Henrique dus S va
stuck 80 feet up a high tension p e

The girl told a radio statier she
had climbed uL) the pvlon to «~cape
some youths who were molesting her
and was then unable to get down
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